
As defined in the ToR, the EIS for NPI Stage 2 will investigate  
issues including:

•	 the natural environment

•	 Indigenous and non-Indigenous cultural heritage

•	 social environment

•	 economic environment

•	 noise and vibration.

For a copy, please visit  www.dip.qld.gov.au/projects/water/
northern-pipeline-inter-connector-stage-2.html

How can the community participate in the EIS?

Community consultation is essential to the EIS process. The EIS 
for the NPI Stage 2 is currently available for public comment. All 
properly made written submissions for the EIS must be lodged with 
the CoG by Monday, 9 March 2009.

For a copy of the EIS, visit  www.dip.qld.gov.au/projects/water/
northern-pipeline-inter-connector-stage-2.html

Construction Environment Management Plan

Based on the findings of the EIS, a Construction Environment 
Management Plan (CEMP) is developed. The CEMP provides a 
framework for managing the environment during construction and 
identifies specific environmental issues that will require a more 
detailed Environment Management Plan (EMP) for each phase  
of the project.

Environment Management Plan

The overall purpose of an EMP is to detail how the environment 
will be protected and enhanced.  By having EMPs for the project, 
potential environmental impacts can by minimised. 

Areas covered by EMPs include:

•	 �soil and water management (erosion and sediment control)

•	 �dust, noise and vibration management

•	 �waste management

•	 �weed and pest management

•	 �flora and fauna management

•	 reinstatement and rehabilitation.

The EMPs are developed in consultation with the Queensland 
Government’s Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

If you’d like to have your say, find out more about the project  
or receive regular updates, please contact the  
Northern Network Alliance.
Freecall:      	 1800 243 998                
Web:           	 www.linkwater.com.au
Email:            	info@nnalliance.com
Reply paid:   	PO Box 515, Nambour  QLD  4560

Northern Network Alliance is committed  
to reducing its impact on the environment.  
This publication was produced with recycled paper.



South East Queensland (SEQ) is one of the fastest growing regions 
in Australia with our population set to increase significantly in the 
next 20 years. A secure water supply is essential. 

The Northern Pipeline Interconnector (NPI) Stage 2 is critical 
infrastructure needed to help secure water supply for South 
East Queensland. It involves the construction of about 48 km of 
underground pipeline from the Noosa Water Treatment Plant (WTP) 
to NPI Stage 1 near the Landers Shute WTP at Eudlo. 

The Northern Network Alliance (NNA) has been engaged to 
plan, design and construct the NPI Stage 2. The NNA consists of 
LinkWater Projects, McConnell Dowell, Abigroup and KBR.

Building a pipeline is a major construction project. We are 
committed to working with landowners to minimise impact from the 
project wherever possible.

Generally, the following process is followed to construct a pipeline: 

Survey

Before construction starts, teams clearly mark out the construction 
area, existing infrastructure and areas of environmental or cultural 
heritage significance.  

Using a Global Position System (GPS), surveyors mark the outer 
limits of the construction area, also known as the Right of Way 
(RoW). The location of existing services, such as fibre optic cables 
and water mains, are also marked using information gathered from 
surveys and existing sources such as Dial Before You Dig. 

Environmental and cultural heritage monitors identify and report on 
areas within the construction area that need special attention.    

Fencing

�Existing fences and gates may be temporarily relocated or replaced 
so that construction can start.  Temporary fencing and gates used 
will be similar to, if not better than, existing ones.

At all times, the project team will liaise closely with landowners to 
minimise any inconvenience and ensure the safety of people and 
livestock.

Preparing the RoW

Before preparing the RoW, licensed fauna spotters will check the 
area for any native animals. Animals found are safely relocated to 
nearby habitats. 

Large machinery such as graders and bulldozers fitted with rakes are 
used to remove vegetation along the RoW. Topsoil and vegetation 
are removed and stored separately ready to be re-established after 
pipeline construction is completed.

Stage 2 is critical infrastructure needed to help secure water supply for SEQ.
Constructing a pipeline



Reinstatement and revegetation

Once pressure testing is successfully completed, the construction 
area is reinstated.  This includes respreading the topsoil and 
seed stock, contouring the land, installing erosion controls and 
re-vegetating. This work will be monitored for at least 12 months 
after completion of the pipeline to ensure reinstatement has been 
successful.

To allow future access during operation, secure gates will be 
installed in existing fences where necessary.

Construction maintenance crews

Small work crews will be used to fix minor faults throughout 
construction. While this work is expected to be isolated and short 
in duration, it could involve re-excavating areas after the main 
construction teams have left the area.  

If you’d like to find out more about the project or receive regular 
updates, please contact the Northern Network Alliance.
Freecall:      	 1800 243 998                
Web:           	 www.linkwater.com.au
Email:            	info@nnalliance.com
Reply paid:   	PO Box 515, Nambour  QLD  4560

Pipe stringing

�The pipe is transported to the construction site on trucks. The pipe is 
then laid out end to end adjacent to the trench, ready to be installed. 
To protect the coating on the pipe, each one is held off the ground 
using bags filled with sawdust or sand.

Backfill material stockpiling

Sand or aggregate used as backfill and bedding for the pipeline is 
stockpiled along the RoW so it is ready to use during construction. 

Pipelaying

For areas where the pipe is installed with the open trench method, 
excavators are used to create a trench. Excavators with rock 
breakers may be used in rockier sections of the route.

Excavators are also used to lower pipes into the trench. Once in 
the trench, the pipes are joined together by a rubber ring joint or 
welding.

Backfilling

Sand or aggregate is placed around the pipe and compacted, 
filling the majority of the trench. Soil originally removed from the 
trench is used to fill the remainder of the trench. The trench is then 
compacted to Australian Standards.

Installing valves

Where air or drain-down valves are required, minor excavated areas 
will be left open to allow valves to be installed by separate crews 
once the pipe has been installed. Once the valve is installed, the 
excavated area is backfilled.

Pressure testing

Once the pipe is installed, the pipeline is tested in sections to  
locate leaks ensuring the pipeline can operate at its designed 
pressure levels.

Northern Network Alliance is committed  
to reducing its impact on the environment.  
This publication was produced with recycled paper.



South East Queensland (SEQ) is one of the fastest growing regions 
in Australia, with the population set to increase significantly in the 
next 20 years. A secure water supply is essential. 

The Northern Pipeline Interconnector (NPI) Stage 2 is a vital 
infrastructure initiative to help secure the water supply for the 
Sunshine Coast region. It involves construction of an underground, 
reverse-flow pipeline from the Noosa Water Treatment Plant (WTP) 
to NPI Stage 1 at Eudlo.

The Northern Network Alliance (NNA) has been engaged to design 
and construct NPI Stage 2. The NNA consists of LinkWater Projects, 
McConnell Dowell, Abigroup and KBR.

NPI Stage 2 key facts 

•    �Approximately 48km of underground pipeline; 

•    �Pumps will be installed to allow reverse flow between the 
Sunshine Coast and Brisbane, vastly improving water security 
for the Sunshine Coast ;

•    �NPI Stage 2 includes one balance tank, three pump stations, a 
new water quality facility, and upgrades to an existing water 
quality facility; 

•    �The majority of the route is located within existing public utility 
easements (approx 68%) or road reserves (approx 24%); 

•    �No houses will be resumed for the NPI Stage 2 project; and 

•    �During construction, up to 400 workers will be employed across 
the length of the pipeline. 

Yandina – the facts
The proposed pipeline corridor identified in the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) traverses through Yandina. The corridor 
follows an existing Energex easement that follows Lacey Lane and 
Buckle Street, before traversing the Yandina Sports Complex.  

What impact will the pipeline have on the Yandina Sports 
Complex? 

The NNA will be working closely with the Yandina community 
including the Sunshine Coast Regional Council, Yandina Sports Trust, 
Yandina Pioneer Cricket Club, Yandina Soccer Club and Yandina 
Markets. This will help determine how the pipeline will be built, 
focusing on ways to minimise the impact on the sports ground and 
its users. Freecall the NNA team on 1800 243 998 for a detailed map 
of the pipeline through Yandina.

How long will it take for you to construct through the 
Yandina Sports Complex? 

Construction is expected to take approximately six to 12 weeks 
depending on weather conditions and existing underground services. 

Will the sports ground be reinstated once construction is 
finished?

Prior to construction starting, a signed agreement will be drawn 
up detailing how the area will be reinstated once the pipeline is 
constructed. All trench work is compacted to Australian Standards 
to prevent subsidence and to ensure the area is able to be used for 
sporting activities shortly after reinstatement is complete. 

Northern Pipeline Interconnector (NPI) Stage 2 
Yandina



How long will it take for you to reinstate the Yandina 
Sports Complex? 

In the case of the Yandina Sports Complex, reinstatement will follow 
immediately after pipeline installation. Turf will be used and, once 
established, general foot access to the area could commence within 
a three-four week period. Vehicle access could occur from about 10 
weeks following establishment of the turf. 

Will the Yandina Markets be affected? 

The Yandina Markets will still operate during construction.
However, some of the area used for the markets will be affected. 
The NNA will work with the organisers to determine how the 
site can be managed. This may include alternative access to the 
markets, screening and fencing of the construction area and traffic 
management. 

Will access to Buckle Street be maintained during 
construction?  

Yes. During construction, Buckle Street will remain open to through 
traffic. Residents will continue to have vehicle access to their own 
property in Buckle Street. Traffic management will be in place to 
ensure the safety of the community and the ongoing provision of 
services such as post, refuse collection and the local school bus. 

How will you cross the Maroochy South River?

The pipeline will be trenched under the river while maintaining 
environmental water flows.  This means there will be no visual 
impact on the river once construction is completed.

The EIS Public Comment Period
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) examines the economic, 
social and environmental impact that NPI Stage 2 will have on 
the local area. The public comment period is your opportunity to 
have your say on the project. Members of the public will have until 
Monday, 9 March 2009 to view and make a written submission on 
the EIS.

For a copy of the EIS, visit www.dip.qld.gov.au/projects/water/
northern-pipeline-inter-connector-stage-2.html

More information 

If you’d like to have your say, find out more about the project  
or receive regular updates, please contact the  
Northern Network Alliance.

Freecall 	 1800 243 998 (8.30am – 5.30pm, Monday to Friday)  
Email	  info@nnalliance.com 
Web 	  www.linkwater.com.au 
Write	 PO Box 515, Nambour Q 4560  
Office 	 End of Sunridge Farm Road, Chevallum Q 4555

You can also subscribe to a regular e-update. Send us an email 
quoting NNA E-Update in the subject heading to  
info@nnalliance.com 

Above: Constructing within a road on Southern Regional  
Water Pipeline
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